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Synopsis

Charles Eisenstein explores the history and potential future of civilization, tracing the converging
crises of our age to the illusion of the separate self. In this landmark book, Eisenstein explains how
a disconnection from the natural world and one another is built into the foundations of civilization:
into science, religion, money, technology, medicine, and education as we know them. As a result,
each of these institutions faces a grave and growing crisis, fueling our near-pathological pursuit of
technological fixes even as we push our planet to the brink of collapse. Fortunately, an Age of
Reunion is emerging out of the birth pangs of an earth in crisis. As our old constructs of self and
world dissolve in crisis, we are entering a new narrative of interbeing, a more expansive sense of
self, and a more ecological relationship to nature. Our darkest hour bears the possibility of a more
beautiful worlda "not through the extension of millennia-old methods of management and control but
by fundamentally reimagining ourselves and our systems.A Breathtaking in its scope and
intelligence, The Ascent of Humanity is a remarkable book showing what it truly means to be

human.
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Customer Reviews

Charles Eisenstein, a true Renaissance thinker, has written a monumental work that traces the
journey of the human race from its beginnings through to present day. He has left no thought
unexamined in his quest for an explanation of why and how we have come to this juncture, which is

defined by a convergence of environmental, social and political crises.Eisenstein argues that



beginning with our first use of tools, we embarked on a journey of separation from nature and
eventually from each other. Rather than viewing our current situation as a terrible mistake,
Eisenstein believes it is an inevitable passage that will result in the birthing of a shift in perspective,
an awakening of all humanity. As we emerge from the difficult times ahead, a better way of being in
the world will result. This book is incredibly broad and deep in its examination of how science,
technology, religion, politics, economics, and sociology have each contributed to (and been a mirror
of) our ever-greater alienation.There were ideas presented here | have read nowhere else such as
how our interest-dependent money system creates an unending need for economic consumption
We literally can’t stop consuming or our whole financial system collapses. No wonder environmental
preservation will always be at odds with capitalism. Eisenstein not only examines what is not
working, but gives plenty of concrete ideas about how to bring about real change. For example, a
money system with negative interest called demurrage. Sound intriguing? Read this important book
and decide for yourself.The Ascent of Humanity will give you a clearer understanding of the current
human situation as well as some real direction for how we can begin now to envision and create a

better way to live that honors all life.
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